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JEFFERSON HIGHWAY DECLARATION [March, 1917 

While Lewis was collecting stores, Captain Clark was 
drilling the men at W Qpd river.* As finally organiz~d 
the expedition was made up of. two captains, twenty-s1x 
men, 'two French voyageurs, one of whom 'Yas _an in
terpreter of Indian languages, one black man. All of 
these except York, were enlisted as privates in the mili
tary service of the. United States. Sixteen others were 
engaged to accompany the party into the country of 
the Maredan Indians. 

Jdays from the party and had quite been .given up before 
~he was found. 
f. · Toward the end of October, (1804), they arrived in 
' the Mandan country, 1600 miles from St. Louis, near 

Every part of America was represented in that first 
exploring expedition. Lewis, the kinsman of vVashing
ton and Clark, from the tidewater cavaliers of old Vir
ginia. There were Puritans, Yankees, Quakers, Frencl~ 
interpreters and the black boy York, the forerunner ot 
his people. 

Never had. St. Louis such days. There was hurry and 
bustle in the staid and quiet little town. When all was 
ready the two pirogues, fresh in new paint, one red and 
the other white rode at anchor. The big bateau, fifty
five feet from stem to stern with setting poles, and a 
square sail to catch the breeze, and twenty-two oars at 
the row locks, was pulled up along shore. Down under 
the decks and in the cabins had been stored the bales 
of gifts and provisions. The astronomical instruments 
and the surgical instruments together, with such small 
conveniences as candles, tick and mosquito bars were 
there·. 

At last the party was off with the whole of St. Louis 
and Wood river down to the water to bid them God
speed. 

Four days later, so slow had been their progress 
against the heavy head winds, they were only at L<t 
Charretle, the present St. Charles which at that time 
could boast of only ?even poor houses . . In one of 
these lived Daniel Boone, the famous Kentucky back
woodsman, a vigorous, strong old' man. 

On May 27 two canoes came plunging down the river 
bound for St. Louis with their heavy load of furs. Later 
three rafts, piled and heaped up to the water's edge 
came toward them on the swiftly moving current. So 
quickly were the plunging canoes and rafts moving, 
there was time only foi- a shouted greeting and farewell 
between those laboriously going up . the river artd those 
spinning and whirling 'down the river. 

Soon summer was upon them, hot and tired, they, 
June 26, tied up at the mouth of the Kansas river. , "Eat 
something, take little .dri~k also," said the voyageurs. 
On the present site of Kansas City they pitched their 
tents. They tarried not at camp, however, we find them 
having a council of Indian tribes at Council Bluffs, try
ing to establish peace among the warring tribes. 

It was there . that Sergeant Floyd danced with the 
rest on a hot August night, became over heated, lay 
down on a sand bar to cool. All night Lewis and 
Clark tried to relieve his sufferings. At sunrise the 
boats set sail, taking poor Floyd whom all knew could 
not live long. He was the only one wlto started out 
destined not to return. A detail of brother soldiers 
bore the body to the top of the bluff and buried it with 
the honors of war, the first United States soldier to be 
buried beyond the Mississippi. A magnificent monu
ment now marks his last resting place (Sioux City). 

Steadily the party· made its way up the river, often 
against a heavy wind, again carried along by a friendly 
breeze in their sail. They added old Dorian, a French
man whom they met on a Sioux raft to their party as 
interpreter. Through their interpreters, their numer- • 
ous gifts and considerable diplomacy the two captains 
managed to make friends _of most of the 'Indian tribes. 

An interesting incident of the trip was that . two hand
some pelicans were s·hot one day. One of these was a 
splendid specimen, six feet from tip to tip, pure white 
with a tinge of rose and an enormous pouch full of fish 
under her bill. This trophy· was preserved. Today the 
pelican is the emblem of the State of Louisiana. 

Naturally the explorers saw great herds of buffalo. 
One night a frightened buffalo charged through the 
camp, miraculously escaping the heads of the sleeping 
men. 

None of the party had ever seen a prairie dog before. 
A whole prairie dog town was discovered and . a vain 
effort made to drown out the little creatures. 

A distressing incident was that seventeen. year old 
George Shannon, the jolly Irish boy, was lost eleven 

*The spot where this drilling took place is now occupied by one of 
the Standard Oil Company's plants a few miles east of Alton, 
Illinois. ' 

the present site of Bismark, N. D. Here preparations 
were made to winter. All hands willingly assisted in 
making the triangular fort-two , rows of cabins of 
four rooms each with lofts above where snug and warm 
under the roof the men slept throug·h the long, cold 
winter nights. 

It was while building the winter quarters that Char
boneau, a Frenchman, came with the Indians with 
whom he lived to be an interested spectator. One day 
two of his wives followed at his heels. One, a leathery 
old dame, the other a young Indian girl, Sacajawea, who 
had been captured from a Rocky Mountain tribe. It 
appeared that Sacajawea was just the person to inter
pret the languages of the Indians beyond the Rockies. 
So Carb'On·eau and Sacajawea were added to the party, 
Carboneau to act as cook. They spent the winter in the 
fort. When spring opened, little Sacajawea, barely six
teen, bravely journeyed westward with the explorers, 
taking her baby with her. 

Five busy months were spent in Fort Mandan. The 
hammers of Shields and Barton, the blacksmiths, rang 
merrily at their anvi ls. Boxes were made and hooped 
and ironed to go down in the big bateau that was too 
unwieldy to take farther up the river. In the stout · 
boxes were packed Indian relics, numerous specimens, 
and many notes on things observed. Every member of 
the party also sent letters home. The bateau with thir
teen men in charge left Fort Mandan on April 17, 1805 
to return to St. Louis. 

They had been traveling through a country from 
which a few hardy fur traders had returned, now they 
were going forward into regions where no white man 
had ever been. The magnificent adventure, Jefferson's 
own phrase, had taken on a new aspect. From Mandan 
they found it much more difficult to force their way 
against the current. 

The mouth of the Yell ow' Stone was passed, then one 
day Captain Lewis, while scouting in advance of the 
others, heard a far distant sound of falling water. Soon 
he could see a mist like spray that filled him with re
joicing. "To him it was like the guiding column which 
led the Isrealites in the desert, for he rightly judged 
that he was soon to see the Great Falls of the Missouri, 
of which the . Indians sang." 

A whole month was spent in making carriages and 
transporting the baggage the eighteen miles around the 
falls. Here a cache was made in which was buried va
rious things that it was not advisable to carry farther. 

Soon the party separated to ascertain which was the 
parent stream. The three forks of the Missouri were 
named for President Jefferson, and Madison and Gal
latin, m(}mbers of his cabinet. These names still sur
vive, although Jefferson river is the true Missouri and 
not a fork of that stream. Lewis christened the little 
branches of the Jefferson, Philosophy, Wisdom and 
Philanthropy, consider'ing those traits applicable to the 
President. However, those high sounding names have 
degenerated into such plebj.an terms as Willow creek, 
Big Hole river and Stinking water. 

Right at the head waters of the Missouri, Sacajawea 
found herself in the country of her people. The ex
plorers had a huge task before them, the success of 
which depended very •largely upon Sacajawea. Through 
her they hoped to make friends with the wondering 
Shosones and gain . their assistance in crossing the· 
Rocky Mountains. Sacajawea was recognized and wel
comed by the Shosones. A counsel was held, the In
dians · were finally persuaded to provide horses and 
guide the white men across the mountains. It took 
about a month to accomplish this feat, the explorers 
came out on the other sicle a band of hungry and ex
hausted men. 

A march along the Bitter Root Mountains through 
tribes of friendly Indians brought them to the head · 
waters of the Columbia river. On the 15th of N ovem
ber they reached the Pacific Ocean, a reel letter day for 
the explorers. 

On the shores of Young's Bay they built a camp 
which was named Fort Clatsop, there the winter was 
passed . . Sacajawea then rested from her long journey, 
caring for her baby and delighted ly making moccasins 
preparatory for the homeward tJ'ip. 

(Continued on. Page 27) 



































Vol. II, No.2] JEFFERSON HIGHWAY DECLARATION 

TWO CONTESTS DECIDED 

In the friendly contest just closed, regarding the lo
cation of the Jefferson Highway between Bethany and 
Pattonsburg, the award was made along the same gen
eral lines as in the Louisiana contest. 

Conditions 
The award w ill be made under the following condi

tions: 
The successful contestants will be expected to put the 

roads to which the Highway is · awarded in passabl<' 
condition for automobiles by repairing bad places, and 
reducing the hurdles to passable culverts, and keep th em 
in this condition so that the Sociability Run from 
Winnipeg to New Orleans can be gotten over the road 
in comfort and safety on schedule time in April or May 
and on the Sociability Run from New Orleans to Winni
peg in June can be handled in similar manner which 
ever happened to be routed over the cut off. 

They will b e expected also to include in construction 
contracts, provisions for keeping the road in passable 

· condition during construction period or provide proper 
detours. 

They will be expected to respond in their section to a 
call for a Jefferson Highway good roads day extending 
from New Orleans to Winnipeg some thirty days prior 
to .these runs and one to precede the run the day pre
vious to the day these runs reach their particular lo-
cality. · 

The marks, signs and supervision of the Jefferson 
Highway Association are to be put on the road as soon 
as possible after the award has been accepted. 

All grades are to be brought to approximately 6 per 
cent. or less. 

The right of way to be fully forty feet wide and in 
case of heavy cutting and filling as much wider as is 
necessary to provide material for fills and the space for 
the footing of fills. The width ·of the roadway to be 
thirty feet between ditches or twenty-four feet usable 
surface. 1 

At a point marked A on the diagram th e road is to 
be moved north to line up with the bridge or a curve 
made large enough to approach the bridge on straight 
line fifty feet from the bridge. 

The bridge at B is · to be moved on a line with the 
road. 

The bridge at · C is to be a substantial permanent 
construction with a carrying capacity of fully fifteen 
tons and a safety factor of four. 

The bridge at D is to be moved on the line of the 
road east and west of it, taking out the jog, or a new 
bridge constructed at this point, of character up to the 
state highway department's requirements. 

The bridge at E is to be moved straight with the road. 
The other water ways are to be concrete or if cor

rugated iron they must have concrete collars at each 
end and must be covered with dirt fully two-thirds the 
diameter of the opening and approaches carried back 
on a grade not less than one foot to the inch. 

All fills across bottom land are to . be of sufficient 
height to top the average flood water of five years. It 
is not expected to top such floods as that of 1909. 
. All turns are to be made on a radius of a circle' 200 
feet in diameter. 

Finally, each section receiving the· franchise of the 
Jefferson Highway Association for the routing of its 
touring traffic and the benefits of its international pub
licity campaign is to produce the road described herein 
by November 1, 1917, and further to make a 365-day
road of it as soon as a general movement is organized 
in north Missouri to make 365-day-roads. 

The Acceptance 
. Pattonsburg, Mo., January 20, 1917. 

We, the undersigned, president and secretary of the 
Daviess-Harrison County Jefferson Highway Country 
Club, hereby accept, on behalf cif the contestants, the 
award. made in the matter of the location of the J effer
son Highway by J . D . Clarkson, arbitrator. 
Daviess-H arriso.n County Jefferson Highway Country 

Club, 
JESSE E. MAIZE, President, 
GEO. N. GRIMES, Secretary. 

In the friendly contest just closed, regarding the lo
cation of the Jefferson Highway between Lamoni and 
Eagleville, the same general principles were followed. 

Conditions 
The award will be made under th~ following condi

tions: 
The first six paragraphs are same as in the first 

awa'rd. 
All hedges which sha& the road must be kept 

trimmed to not over four feet in height ., 
, Narrow fills at three miles out and 8.4 miles out from 
Lamoni are to be made regulation width. 

The water ways are to be concrete or steel construc
tion and approaches carried back on a grade not les s · 

· than one foot' to the inch with ample passing room. 
All turns· are to -be made on a radius of a circle 200 

feet in diameter. 
Finally, eacfi section receiving the franchise of the 

Jefferson Highway Association for the routing of its 
touring traffic and the benefits of its international p,ub
licity campaign is to produce the rpad described herein 
by November 1, 1917, and further to make a 365-day
road of it within two years. 

The Acceptance 
Eagleville, Mo., January 24, 1917. 

Jefferson Highway Association, 
Des Moines, Iowa. 

Gentlemen-We the undersigned, president and sec
retary of the Ola'nd Good Road Club on behalf of the 
members of said club, do hereby accept the award made 
by J. D . Clarkson, arbitrator in the matter of the re
location of the Jefferson Highway over some ten miles 
of road -between Lamoni, Ia., and Eagleville, Mo. 

· Oland Good Road Club; 
P. J. RICHARDSON, President, 
C. N. ANDERSON, Secretary. 

In addition to. the above which was required, the 
farmers owning land along the road voluntarily signed 
and sent in the following : , 

· Guaranty 
We, the undersigned, residents along the Jefferson 

Highway as re-located between Eagleville, Mo., and 
La.moni, Ia., hereby agree to keep said Jefferson High
way between Eagleville, Mo., and Lamoni, Ia., in its 
present good condition and -to make such betterments 
and improvements as the board of directors of the 
Jefferson Highway Association shall establish as a 
standard for such roads. , 

Lon Barnes, .T nseph Anderson, C. N. Anderson, Frank 
Hurst, Geo. A. Powell, J. S. Wagner, P. E. Pules, H. J. 
Brooks, G. D. C~;amer, J . W. Brooks, Riley Hurst, 
Chas. Haskins, P. J. 'Richardson, Roy E. Haskins, A . 
H. Thompson, W. W. McEarland, David Hadley, Al
bert Hurst, T. V . Potish, Warren Little, Otis Little, 
J. J. McKim, Geo. Martin, Geo. Erwine, John Martin, 
Harry Martin, L. I. Brewzer, John Weedmark, J . P . 
Haas, Anderson Bros. · 

WE HAVE ARRIVED 

A fine stock man has named his farm after us and a 
cigar maker his best cigar, both in Missouri. 

At McAlester, Oklahoma, a candy maker named his· 
Christmas package Jefferson Highway. , 

In New Orleans, a large wholesale candy manufac
turer named his latest product the Jefferson Highway 
Assortment. -

The ·New Orleans city papers have been running J ef
ferson Highway cartoons and the New Orleans Asso
ciation of Commerce has printed across the bottom of 
every letter it writes "Southern Terminus of the J effer
son Highway." Canal street and. St. Charles street in 
New Orleans are contesting for the honor and profit of 
being designated as the official entrance of the J effer-
son Highway. · 

Doctor and Mrs. Joseph, of Melville, Louisiana, have 
promised their son, Seymour, who is attending the Uni
versity, an automobile and a trip over the Jefferson 
Highway as a graduation present. 

A glance at this issue of the Jefferson Highway 
Declaration will show that several national advertisers 
are with us. 

The six hundred employes of a big publishing plant 
in Iowa are planning a two weeks' vacation trip over 
the Jefferson Highway. 

Now but one thing remains to show that we have 
received the stamp of public approval. Has any one 
named a baby Jefferson Highway? 
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